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Agenda

- Why immigration and why now? 

- What does it mean to be an

immigrant?

- Racialization of immigrants in the

United States

- Current federal policies affecting

immigrants and immigration

- Questions?

Who does it

mean to be an

"immigrant"?



MY IMMIGRANT STORY



The History of

U.S. Immigration

Policy

Add a subheading

Immigration in the United

States began in the 18th and

19th century with immigrants

composed of Western and

Northern European descent.

Chinese immigrants also

arrived in the United States

during this time.

The Chinese Exclusion Act of

1882.

Until this time, no policy had

been passed to exclude

immigrants based on their

race.

*This law set precedent for

racialized immigration policy

throughout U.S. history.



The Racialization of

Immigrants in the

United States



Immigration Nation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_xVKy58Yuw&t=41s


Public Charge
Public charge is a federal policy used

to identify individuals who may rely

on public benefits when immigrating

to the United States. 

Recently, the current administration

under the Department of Homeland

Security and Department of State

lobbied for legislation to include

public charge in admissions test for

certain immigrant populations.

Historically,  "public charge" applied

to certain public benefits.

The Supreme Court ruled for the

policy to be implemented across 50

statesmeaning individuals who

would be a "public charge" case may

be denied admission to the U.S.





The Refugee Cap
The United States admits a

certain number of refugees each

year set by the President. 

Historically, the U.S. admits

more refugees than any other

country.

In 2019, the Trump

Administration lowered the

refugee cap to 30,000

individuals.

According to the UNHCR, there

are currently 79.5 million

individuals forcibly displaced

world wide.

The GRACE Act is a bill

introduced in Congress sets the

refugee admissions minimum at

95,000 individuals.



Limited  English  Proficient
Populations

Many U.S. cities that have

significant immigrant

populations also must cater to

the needs of limited English

proficient immigrants.

Language

Access

Diversity  of  Languages

A study from the Migration

Policy Institute found that

about 61.1 million individuals in

the U.S. spoke a language

other than English at home.



CONCLUSION

RESILIENCE

Immigrants deserve resources

that support civic engagement,

deliver resources, and celebrate

cultural heritage, by building

their tenacity and resiliency.

INCLUSITIVITY

Immigrants are vital parts of

social, cultural, and economic

aspects of American society.

OPPORTUNITY

Through the collaboration of

private, non-profit, and

government sectors,

immigrants can continue to

integrate into civic, economic,

and cultural life in the United

States.



QUESTIONS?



Resources
https://www.informedimmigrant.com/guides/public-charge-rule-change/#

https://www.rescue.org/video/what-grace-act

https://immigrationforum.org/article/fact-sheet-u-s-refugee-resettlement/t

https://www.britannica.com/topic/immigration

https://www.uscis.gov/about-us/our-history/overview-of-ins-history/early-

american-immigration-policies

https://scholars.org/contribution/how-legacies-racism-persist-us-immigration-

policy

https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html


