
Dear Coach Johnson, 
 
We are writing to you on behalf of FITTsburgh Shares, an organization comprised of five members 
of the (Year) Cohort of the Vira I. Heinz (VIH) Program for Women in Global Leadership from 
(University Name 1 and University Name 2).  FITTsburgh Shares is organizing a Gently-Used 
Sporting Equipment Drive at the (University Name 1) this spring to the end of empowering 
underprivileged young women at the (City Name) YMCA to gain self-confidence and promote a 
healthy lifestyle through sports.  
 
We attended two women’s empowerment and leadership conferences through the VIH Program 
and then studied abroad for two months in one of the three following countries:  (list names of 
countries).  Through our study abroad experiences, we developed a heightened awareness for 
how a lack of resources negatively affects the well-being of the communities in which we worked.  
We were also cognizant of how the resources that were available disproportionately go to boys 
over girls.  
 
The FITTsburgh Shares Drive will solicit donations from (Sports Company 1 and Sports Company 
2) to provide young women affiliated with the (City Name) YMCA with athletic equipment.  It will 
also garner publicity and raise awareness of the lack of resources for young women interested in 
playing sports.   
 
We would like to extend the invitation to you to partner with us on this mission. Athletics foster 
strength and confidence in young girls as well as promoting health, and we feel that women of the 
University X’s Women’s Basketball Team are the perfect role models to demonstrate this to our 
youth.  Ideally, we would like to announce our drive at one of your home games such as the one on 
(Date) because it is already geared towards women’s empowerment. We have already procured a 
donation box in (Building Name) that we will use to collect donations throughout the drive.  We 
could conclude our drive with an athletic equipment collection at one of your final home games in 
(Month to Month).  We believe that if you agree to be involved in this drive it would be a great 
opportunity for positive publicity in the Pitt community as well as the greater Pittsburgh 
community.  We recognize your program as one that is incredibly dedicated to women’s health 
and empowerment and feel that this would be the perfect opportunity to reach out to in-need girls 
in a way that directly reflects your interests.   
 
We would like to thank you for considering this opportunity and hope that you will be open to 
meeting with us at your earliest convenience.  FITTsburgh Shares is excited and eager to see this 
project succeed and to this end, we are open to any suggestions you may have to greater utilize the 
power and name of the University X’s Women’s Basketball Program to make this drive as 
successful as possible.   
 
Thank you, 
FITTsburgh Shares 
FITTsburghShares@gmail.com 
 
Amy Smith, Maria Stanford, Samantha Sylvester, Lindsey Johnson and Jackie Reynolds 
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