
Thank you [                    ], 

 

Amy: We are FITTsburgh Shares, an organization comprised of three members of the 2012 

Cohort of the Vira I. Heinz Program for Women in Global Leadership. We would like to thank 

One Billion Rising for giving us the opportunity to be a part of this event and to raise 

awareness of our cause. With the help of the VIH Program, we each attended two women’s 

empowerment and leadership conferences and then studied abroad for two months. 

 

I am Amy Smith and I studied how gender based violence in Country X influences the 

HIV/AIDS epidemic. I also volunteered with the capital’s local YMCA after school program on a 

wine farm where young girls were taught how to recognize the differences between healthy 

and unhealthy romantic relationships. 

   

I am Lindsey Jones and I… 

 

I am Maria Standford and I…  

 

Maria: Through our study abroad experiences, we developed a heightened awareness 

for how a lack of resources negatively affects the well being of the communities in 

which we worked.  We were also cognizant of how the resources that were available 

disproportionately went to boys over girls. Arriving back in Pittsburgh, we realized that 

the conditions of poverty, and especially for women in poverty, are not so different here 

than the struggles of women abroad. 

 

Kristin: We formed a partnership with the “City X” YMCA, which has been the heart and soul of 

the community for generations, and asked them what resources their children need that they 

cannot provide. They told us that a local hockey team recently built a beautiful deck hockey 

court beside their property, but the equipment that was donated to go with it is much too large 

to be housed at the Y and the sticks are adult size while the children are as young as 1st grade. 

This has resulted in a great space for kids to exercise that is sadly not being used at all.  

 

 



Amy: To address this need for appropriate sports equipment, FITTsburgh Shares is organizing a 

Gently-Used Sporting Equipment Drive in the Greater Pittsburgh community this spring to the end 

of empowering young women at the “City X” YMCA to gain self-confidence and promote a healthy 

lifestyle through sports. We would like to extend the invitation to all of you to assist us on this 

mission by making a donation to our drive. 

 
Maria: We are collecting gently used sporting equipment including, but not limited to, 

basketballs, soccer balls, jump ropes, Frisbees, re-usable water bottles, pinnies, hula hoops, 

softball gloves and volleyballs. 

 

Lindsey: There is now a collection box set up in the lobby of Location X, and we are willing to pick 

up donations as well. We are very excited to see this drive succeed and to see the impact it will 

have on the community. We hope that you will consider making a donation. 

 

Amy: Thank you! 

 
 


