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Statement of Purpose: The purpose of this event is to 

inform community members of the issues that women in 

Africa face on a daily basis as well as provide a means to 

get involved with these issues in the Pittsburgh area.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Diversity: Welcome Table 

a. Interactive Idea: A map of Africa will be displayed showing demographic 

information, such as population, poverty rates, predominant religions, and 

ethnicities. There will also be a facts sheet where people can guess different facts 

about the African continent.  

b. Education provided:  This table will provide a brief overview of each table and the 

topics they highlight. The quiz will also make participants cognizant of their 

preconceptions before they are informed about each of the topics covered at the 

event.  

c. Local organization: The team of four Vira I. Heinz scholars will be at the table to 

greet participants and welcome them to the event. Each of the women has 

international experience.  

 

2. Clean water 

a. Interactive Idea: The participants will carry two twenty gallon water jugs across the 

width of the room to experience what it is like for African women who have to walk 

for miles out of necessity to bring water back to their families for their most basic 

needs. 

b. Education provided: The participants will have the opportunity to experience what 

it is like to endure struggle to obtain water, a resource that is commonly taken for 

granted in the average Western household. Information about the average distance 

and time spent walking will be provided for reference and comparison.  

c. Local organization: Information will be provided about the [Event Name] that will 

take place at [University Name] in early April one week after the event is held. The 

proceeds of [Event Name] will go toward installing a water harvesting system in 

Karagwe, Tanzania.  

 

3. Employment 

a. Interactive Idea: There will be a number of bowls filled with coffee beans where a 

few of the beans will be painted red. Participants will be timed in their accuracy and 

efficiency at picking out the red beans to represent how women work long hours, 

getting paid cents per hour for their tedious labor.  

b. Education provided: Information regarding average wages and working conditions 

will be provided with an emphasis on the importance of supporting fair trade.  

c. Local Organization: Different fair trade logos will be displayed at the table so that 

students are more easily able to identify them when shopping for items like coffee. 

There will also be a list of fair trade organizations that are available to students in 

the Pittsburgh area.  

 



 

4. Health  

a. Interactive Activity: The table will host an interactive quiz highlighting various 

aspects of HIV/AIDS, covering basic information including methods of 

transmission and infection statistics. Participants will randomly select a card and will 

have to answer correctly to receive credit. 

b. Education Provided: This activity will allow participants to interact with the 

knowledge they are learning, rather than being taught passively. It will also provide 

facts that will bypass people’s misconceptions about HIV/AIDS, for example the 

Ukraine has one of the fastest growing AIDS epidemics in the world next to Africa. 

c. Local Organization: The [Organization Name] will be at the event to facilitate the 

activity, given their extensive knowledge in the field   

 

5. Religion 

a. Interactive Idea: Materials from various faiths in Africa will be presented for the 

students to read and observe. A Qur’an in Arabic as well as a Lutheran Hymnal in 

Kiswahili will be available at the table. Traditional Arabic calligraphy would also be 

present on the table to view.  

b. Education provided: Participants will be able to see the diversity of religions in the 

African continent first-hand. 

c. Local Organization: Students representing the Muslim population at [University 

Name.] 

 

6. Human Trafficking 

a. Interactive Idea: A Jeopardy board with balloons and darts – participants can toss a 

dart and pop a balloon, giving them the opportunity to answer a question. Each 

question will be referring to human trafficking in Africa and worldwide. The 

questions will be designed to impart not just basic, but also surprising information – 

such as the fact that there are thousands of suspected cases of human trafficking in 

the United States alone, not just in developing regions of the world.  

b. Education provided: The “surprise” aspect of the activity is designed to allow 

participants the opportunity to consider human trafficking in a way that they have 

never had previously. Common misconceptions can be dispelled and the interactive 

format will give participants an active learning role, rather than one that is passive.  

c. Local Organization: [Organization Name], [Organization Link] 

 

 

 



 

 

 

7. Education 

a. Interactive Idea: [Keynote Speaker Name] would be available to personally answer 

questions and educate people about the importance of an education in rural 

villages. The table will also have job applications with words that are blanked out 

and missing. This will stimulate what it would be like for an illiterate person to try 

and apply for a job and who how imperative an education in 2010 really is.  

b. Education provided: This table will provide students with an understanding of the 

importance of education. It will also provide facts for students on things such as 

literacy rates all over Africa, the percentage of students that graduate grade school, 

high school and university as compared to the U.S.  

c. Local Organization: [Organization Name] 

 

8. Genocide 

a. Interactive Idea: This table will involve interactive stories of real victims of 

genocide. People will arrive at the table and receive a card that gives a picture and 

description of the area where the genocide is happening. It will also explain the 

different groups that are responsible for causing the fighting. The table will also 

feature model/visual featuring death tolls of different genocides in Africa 

throughout the ages.  

b. Education provided: This activity will not only provide people with facts about 

genocides in Africa, but will also bring a real face and personal aspect to the 

information.  

c. Local Organization: [List Organization Names] 

 

Prizes: 

Upon entering the event, students will be given a ticket with eight slots on it. When they go to every 

table and participate in the event, they will receive a stamp on their card. If the students get all eight 

stamps, they can enter their card into a raffle to receive a bag made in Tanzania. In order to qualify 

for the prize, they also must be present at the time of the raffle.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Welcome Table 

 
Interactive Idea: The table will welcome our guests to the event. It will give them a broad idea 

about Africa and what the fair is all about and inform them about how to get the most out of the 

fair.  

Materials: Posters 

Organizations: [Organization Names] 

Objective: The objective of this table is to ensure that the guests will be informed as to how to 

proceed with the fair and learn how to get connected to local organizations.  

Learning Outcomes:  

1. Participants will feel comfortable progressing through the fair. 

2. Participants will understand that there is a speaker and the schedule of events for the 

evening.  

3. Participants will gain a basic knowledge of Africa and the major issues the continent faces.  

 

Genocide 

 
Interactive Idea: Highlight some of the recent major genocides in Africa with informational 

materials. To go beyond just information there will be a model depicting the numbers of people 

either displaced or killed by the conflict.  

Materials: Possibly toothpicks and foam in order to visual the number of people affected.  

Organizations: [Organization Names] 

Objective: To inform participants of the true effect of genocide in Africa 

Learning Outcomes:  

1. Participants will be able to visualize the amount of people who die from genocide.  

2. Participants will understand that genocide is an ongoing issue that is far from being 

resolved.  

3. Participants will see how genocide affects women and families.  

 


